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It is important to realise that the master's degree originally
possessed a double aspect. From one point of view, it was essen-
tially a licence to teach, and the authority conferring the licence was
the Chancellor. From another, it consisted in the "formal recog-
nition of the candidate by the masters' gild as one of their number.
This ceremony was known as Inception, and in the course of it the
newly appointed master was presented with the insignia of his
office, the black cappa of the master, the magisterial biretta, and
the book. The significance of the handing over the tools of the
trade (traditid) is admirably illustrated by the inception of a Master
of Grammar at Cambridge in the 15th century.
This mastership has been specially instituted for those who
wished to teach in grammar-schools and is another instance of the
close connection between the grammar-schools and the universities.
The candidate attended early mass at St. Mary's Church. "When
mass is done, fyrst shall begynne the acte in Gramer. The Father
shall have hys sete . . . the Proctor shall say, Incipiatis. When the
Father hath argyude as shall plese the Proctor, the Bedeyll1 in
Arte shall bring the Master of Gramer to the Vyce-chancelar,
delyveryng hym a Palmer2 wyth a Rodde, whych the Vyce-
chancelar shall gyve to the seyde Master in Gramer, and so create
hym Master. Then shall the Bedell purvay for every master in
Gramer a shrewde3 Boy, whom the master in Gramer shall bete
openlye in the Scolys, and the master in Gramer shall give the
Boy a Grote for Hys Labour, and another Grote to hym that
provydeth the Rode and the Palmer." It was in this way that the
newly fledged master approved his ability to teach in a grammar-
school.
The two events which produced a profound change in the
development of the European universities were the introduction of
the Aristotelian corpus into the West and the activities of the
great mendicant orders of Franciscans and Dominicans. We have
already noted that by 1162 western Europe possessed the whole of
the Organon, or Logical works of Aristotle. The remainder of the
Aristotelian writings had an interesting history. Syrian scholars
translated them into their own tongue, and when the Arab con-
querors established the Caliphate of Bagdad, they founded a school
of translators who rendered these Syriac versions into Arabic.
1 Bedel or beadle = the Vice-Chancellor's mace-bearer and attendant
2 Palmer=a flat piece of wood used to inflict punishment by smiting the
palm of the hand.                                                     3 Shrewde=mischievous,
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